Abstract: This study attempted to carry out an overview of the Yussufiyya Boko Haram sect and its activities in Nigeria. Secondary data obtained mainly from National newspapers and the internets were used in the analysis. It was revealed that the sect emerged mainly as a reaction to western value system which was believed to have polluted our culture. Boko Haram which was once a social communal movement gradually metamorphosed into a vicious sect operating in some states of the north-east of Nigeria. The study also showed that Boko Haram had a dream of establishing a kind of Utopian egalitarian society and to achieve this task, recruited gullible youths to stage a Jihad in an attempt to Islamize, at least the northern part of Nigeria. The sect in recent past has evolved and proliferated to such a frightening point that it could engage the Nigerian military in full-blown confrontation in an attempt to pursue its ruthless expansionist ambition. This ambition has however, been significantly checked as the sect has been technically defeated and restricted to the sambisa forest. It is recommended among others that government should continue to use the carrot and stick approach in handling the insurgency while making attempts to have an understanding of the sect"s ideology as this will assist in the deradicalisation process.
INTRODUCTION
The Boko Haram, sometimes referred to as Yussufiyya Boko Haram (named after its founding leader, Mohammed Yusuf) is a complex phenomenon which poses a great threat to national security and socio-economic life in Nigeria. The different issues and interests that are factored into Boko Haram does not make it amenable to a unilinear perspective. In essence, it is a many sided process, which needs to be holistically examined for comprehensive understanding. This insurgency which is often perceived as a frantic effort to oppose the status quo by inducing fear in civilian population and in the state through widespread and publicised use of violence became a frequent occurrence in the country in the recent past.
More often than not, the main motive of the group as believed by many is usually to protest and fight perceived injustices of the existing economic and political order through acts of violence. The sect which was initially an Islamic movement against the corrupting influence of western education has become politicized given its links to frustrated politicians, who are themselves products of western education. The ideology and philosophy of the sect have therefore, become terribly nuanced as it continues to oscillate between politics and religion. Initially, the sect propounded the doctrine of hating everything "western" in the Nigerian society. In other words, western education and its influences are evil. According to Odey [1] , Boko Haram sect tells us that western education and the entire gamut of western influence is sin…… they are not pleased with the secular status of Nigeria; they want Nigeria to become a religious state where the tenets of Islam, particularly the Shari"a law, would reign supreme. However, the deliberate and rabid destruction of every available institutional structure, killing and maiming of innocent human beings, both Christians and Muslims, and the grounding of any useful infrastructure in different parts of the country raise the enigma of what their aim really is. 
Method of Data Collection
The data used in this study were obtained mainly from the following sources: i.
Daily Internet materials
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The emergence of Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria has not only affected the strategic calculation of internal security in the country but has also completely altered the shape of the domestic security equation. Apart from the threat to security, the sect has reconfigured the theme of the age-long strategic notion of security through state-centric grandiose military preparedness [4] .
The Boko Haram, hitherto a relatively simple and mechanical group of socially excluded Islamic seminary students graduated to a violent, destructive, complex and organic one capable of confronting the Nigerian military. The sectis also labelled an "instrument of political re-engineering" being used by unscrupulous political elements to stage a proxy war in their quest for political power, thereby threatening government, institutions and targeted civilian populations in their insurgency to achieve their political end 
Selected Activities of Boko Haram in Nigeria
The ruthlessness and massiveness of the destruction of human lives and properties in different parts of the country unquestionably put Boko Haram attacks as pogroms which every right thinking person must condemn and denounce. A selected cases of Boko Haram ruthless attacks reveals the gargantuan proportions of the destruction the sect has wrought: [5] and Bintube [2] The effect of this encounter with Boko Haram in terms of human casualty, properties, social values and the stigma experienced by people in Maiduguri were unspeakable. The number of human lives lost in Borno and other northern states cannot be accurately established, but suffice to say that many lost relatives and friends in the encounter. According to Daily Trust on Saturday, June 18, 2016, Boko Haram has created 49,000 orphans in Borno State [6] .
The encounter ended with the capture of the MarkazIbn Taymiyya, the centre of the Boko Haram movement, and subsequent gruesome and extra-judicial killing of Muhammad Yusuf, whose death was to generate controversies at national and international levels, because security agents despite evidences of judicial murder of Yusuf kept giving contradictory statements. At a time the military operatives in Maiduguri confirmed that they had captured Yusuf alive and handed him over to the police, but to cover up the extra-judicial killing, the Police Command stated that Yusuf was killed during a shoot-out between the police and his armed followers. This action, according to Bintube [2] deprived the public of considerable information, as to his sponsors, network, and source of funds and weapons, if he had been put to trial. As a result, Yusuffiya Boko Haram became more daring, militant and deadly in their operations; their claim to have masterminded most of the bomb blasts across the country goes to show how deadly and daring it had become and a source of security concern for peace and development.
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Boko Haram insurgency has engaged the attention of Nigerians and the Nigerian Government which has led to the establishment of a number of controls to try and curtail the excesses of the sect, ranging from declarations of state of emergency, deployment of the military, house-to-house raids, mounting of security check points at designated spots along major highways as well as seeking the cooperation of neighbouring countries. These controls, however, did not record any reasonable degree of success in the first three years as it was apparent that the ruthless attacks by the insurgents were on the increase. The ruthless activities of Boko Haram have touched every sphere of life. People have been displaced from their homes; families have lost loved ones and wives have become widows and children made fatherless and in some cases orphans. Furthermore, children have been denied education as their schools were constantly targeted and destroyed; police stations and the police have been rendered almost non-functional, and arms and ammunition catered away after most attacks; prisons have been attacked, bombed, and inmates set free. However, the Buhari administration has brought a ray of hope as the insurgents have been degraded and restricted to the sambisa forest with some sporadic attacks on soft targets.
It is therefore, recommended that the government should continue with the carrot and stick approach in handling the insurgency issue. Equally important is the economic empowerment scheme which the government has put in place to empower the growing population of jobless youths in the country. Finally and importantly too, attempts should be made to understand the phenomenon and the sect"s strategic attacks and periodic bombings. It is crucial that the government make concerted efforts to understand the ideology of Boko Haram as well as the sources of their funds and weaponry.
